Elk in your Ecosystem
Thursday, May 21st
Schedule
Thursday, May 21st 

Elementary School students in groups of 6 to 7 with 2-3 high school assistants.
Morning
	When
	What

	8:30 
	Prep at MB (Rebecca, Brianna, or others)

	9:15
	MSHS Students leave on bus to get SES Students

	9:20
	Pick-up SES Students

	9:25
	Introduction

	9:30 - 9:55
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Animal Skulls   and  Ecosystem  Niches  

Who ’ s   been  he r e ?     Signs of elk at  Meadowbrook  Farm  

Radio  Telemetry  

Station 1

	9:55 - 10:05
	Switch

	10:05 - 10:30
	Station 2

	10:30 - 10:40
	Switch

	10:40 - 11:05
	Station 3

	11:05
	SES Students leave MB

	11:15
	Return to SES


Afternoon

	When
	What

	11:15 - 11:45
	MSHS students eat lunch

	11:30
	Leave SES for MB

	11:40
	Introduction

	11:45 - 12:10
	Station 1

	12:10 - 12:20
	Switch

	12:20 - 12:45
	Station 2

	12:40 - 12:50
	Switch

	12:50 - 1:15
	Station 3

	1:20
	SES & MSHS Students leave MB

	1:30
	Return to SES and MSHS


Key:

MB 
= Meadowbrook Farm
MSHS 
= Mt Si High School

SES 
= Snoqualmie Elementary School


Stations
Telemetry- Harold Erland et al. will talk to the kids about telemetry and help them find an “elk” (ie- collar that had been hidden in the forest)
Exploring Niches through Animal Skulls - Lin McElroy will start with ecosystems, which they’ll have already discussed, I believe; move to niches, carnivores, herbivores and omnivores, and have the kids come up with what these groups do in the ecosystem.  What do they need to be successful at doing this? How do these needs show up in the features of the skulls?  Looking at individual skulls, what can we tell about what this animal did?  She will have them sort the skulls into the three groups, by looking at them one at a time and discussing. They can compare the elk skulls with the other herbivores we have (horse, cow, deer, beaver).  If there is time before the antler discussion, they can work thru the process of identifying what the other skulls actually are . . . “who are omnivores who live here?  How large was this animal?  What is a very large omnivore in this area?  etc.”  
High school students will discuss antlers through the season and why they have them, etc.
Who’s been here?  Signs of elk at Meadowbrook Farm- High school students and Rebecca will guide students along the edge of the forest (Millennium Grove section) to view scars from elk rubbing their antlers on trees, signs of elk eating and breaking branches, tracks, bedding areas and shed elk hair.  We will begin on the south side of Millennium Grove were evidence of elk using the forest is low and move to the north were that evidence is much more apparent.  We will talk about ecosystems, who lives in this ecosystem, how we know, and what elk eat.  We will also discuss the effect of elk on their ecosystem and what happens if there are too many elk/herbivores.

Passport
After each station the 5th graders will write a fact or make a chart in their passport.  After they have completed this they can get their passport stamped.  Please help with this process.
Between Stations
While you are walking between stations take time let the students look for tracks, scat, hair, and plants that elk have eaten.  Point out these things as you see them, some of them will be flagged so that they don’t get trampled.










What you’ll need…





Shoes or boots that can get MUDDY





Weather appropriate clothing





Rain gear and/or an umbrella





Any notes you’ve made that will help you be an effective teacher
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